Discussion 4 Homeland Security     DUE 11/16/19 5:00 p.m. Central Time 
 
Exam One - Essay Questions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Complete any two of the following essay questions. In answering the questions, please remember there is a minimum word count requirement of 2,250 words for the combined essays. Students must use at least 5 academic sources of information (with both in-text citations and reference page listings). Of course, you are welcomed to write more than the minimum requirement, especially if you need more words to completely analyze the question(s) from differing perspectives.

1. Review Another Perspective: Terror and Democracy on page 8 of your textbook. Discuss the relationship between terrorism and democracy. As the text notes, “many terrorism analysts believe that terrorists need democratic states to function.” Do you agree?  Defend your position with examples of terrorist actions across differing forms of government, especially in relation to the subsequent effects on the civil liberties of their citizens.
 
2. Reference Two Views of Prison Radicalization that begins on page 38 of your textbook. Discuss these differing views. Express and defend your opinion on the topic.
 
3. Reference Tactical Misunderstandings and Gender starting on page 117 of your textbook. Discuss the role of women in various types of terrorist organizations. Discuss the tactical and strategic advantages/disadvantages gender roles play from the perspective of both terrorists and law enforcement/military personnel.
______________________________________________________________________________
Instructions for Essays: 

Textbook for class: White, Jonathan R. (2014). Terrorism and Homeland Security, 9th Edition. Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Grading Rubric and Assignment Expectations

Essay exams may cover one or more topics. However, the minimum required length of writing for the exam will not change regardless of the number of topics covered. Neither of the two essay exams (mid-term or final) will be less than 2,250 words in total length. 

Much like the Discussion Board posts, when formulating essays, students should primarily discuss their own ideas. These ideas, of course, should be informed by material within the text, as well as other academic sources. Hence, when developing essays, it is necessary that students cite (using APA format) at least five sources of information. (Please use both in-text and reference section citing for each source.) The use of properly cited quotes within any essay is perfectly acceptable; however, the use of excessive quotes may distract from the originality of your essay and result in a lower overall grade. Plagiarism, of course, nets absolutely no grade at all.

All exams (both parts) are available and due in accordance to their scheduled dates. Short of an incredibly profound justification, I can not imagine why a graduate student would not complete his/her exam as required. As such, any student asking to complete a make-up exam (with a severe late penalty assessed) will also need to submit proper legal documentation (that I will verify) to support that request. 

Essay Exam Grading Rubric (based on 150 possible points)

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Unacceptable

	Essay Exam
	120 points (80%)
The essay meets the required minimum standards, including word count and the use of at least five reference sources. The essay expresses original thought that substantially addresses the topic(s) in a meaningful way.
	75 points (50%)
The essay approximates the required minimum standards, but is still no less than 225 words below the minimum word count or uses less than four reference sources. The essay expresses original thought that addresses the topic(s) in a meaningful way.   
	45 points (30%)
The essay is at least 450 words below the minimum word count or uses no more than three reference sources. The essay expresses original thought but provides only a cursory discussion of the topic(s). 
	15 points (10%)
The essay is more than 675 words below the minimum word count or uses only one or two academic resources to support its text. The essay demonstrates little or no effort in substantially addressing the discussion topic(s). 

	Mechanics
	30 points (20%) The student clearly articulates his/her thoughts while adhering to proper grammar, sentence structure, and citation rules. 
	15 points (10%)
The student generally expresses his/her thoughts in clear, coherent, and logical manner. There are no more than ten grammar, structure, or citation errors within the text.  
	0 points (0%)
The student writes with incomplete sentences and/or fails to clearly articulate his/her thoughts. There are numerous errors with grammar, sentence structure, and/or citation rules.  
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